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FRIDAY, APRIL 1 

CONFERENCE WORKSHOP/TOURS 

REGISTRATION 

8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 

SCIENCE TOUR 

9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Historic St. Mary’s City is known in Maryland for   

being the “fourth-grade tour” in teaching students about 

their state history. Deciding to branch out, a new tour 

was developed, focusing on the science of the time and 

linking discoveries of the past and how they shaped our 

future. This tour was developed for  5th grade students. 

Max participants: 20  

18TH CENTURY WOMEN’S CAP MAKING 

9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Experience first hand the tradition of hand sewing. By 

learning this skill, one can make accurate garments, and 

teach period    construction skills. You will learn hand 

sewing skills that cannot only be used on garments, but 

also as an  interpretive tool to discuss how your clothes 

are made.   

Max participants: 12 

$20 fee.  

Elyse Bennett, Somerset Historical Center 

HEARTH COOKING  

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Learn a variety of hearth cooking techniques based on a 

1653 edition of a recipe book, A True Gentlewoman’s 

Delight, W.I. Fent.  

Max participants: 10 

$20 fee.  

Susan McLellan Plaisted 

Proprietress of Heart to Hearth Cookery 

ON SITE DEMONSTRATIONS 

10:00 a.m.  

Woodland Indian Hamlet - Hide Tanning 

Town Center - Printing Press  

Waterfront - Gunnery 

Demonstrations will last 15 - 30 minutes 

ARCHAEOLOGY LAB TOURS 

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Join Silas Hurry, Curator, for a behind the scenes tour 

of the Archaeology and Research lab.  

Max participants: 20

LUNCH 

12:15 p.m. - 1:15 p.m. 

Box lunches will be provided. 

MATERIAL GIRLS AND BOYS -  

Early Sewing Machines and Incorporating Domestic 

Arts Into Interpretation 

1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Through their origination in the mid to late 1800’s,  

sewing machines have been a part of domestic life,   

until very recently. By using Hand Crank, Treadle, and 

early motorized sewing machines, we can present a 

hands on experience not only to help people connect 

with the past, but also to find a new passion in the    

present. This workshop will discuss the history of    

sewing machines, as well allow the participants hands 

on work on Hand Crank, and pre-1950 model electric 

sewing machines. Practice how to teach sewing to both 

young and old. Potholders will be made in this class 

Max participants: 12 

$5 fee. Kit included.  

Mea Clift, Highland Quilting and Sewing 

LEAD COFFIN EXHIBIT: 

Meet Dr. Henry Miller 

1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. (drop-in) 

Dr. Henry Miller, HSMC’S Maryland Heritage scholar, 

was one of the archaeologists on site leading the      

research and excavation of “Project Lead Coffin”.  This 

discovery garnered national attention.  Meet Dr. Miller 

on the Chapel grounds where it all  began. He will be 

available to answer questions.   

ARCHAEOLOGY LAB TOURS 

2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Join Silas Hurry, Curator, for a behind the scenes tour 

of the Archaeology and Research lab.  

Max participants: 20 

ON SITE DEMONSTRATIONS 

3:00 p.m.  

Woodland Indian Hamlet - Hide Tanning 

Town Center - Printing Press  

Waterfront - Gunnery 

Demonstrations will last 15 - 30 minutes 

ADULTS ONLY TOUR  

4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Take an after-hours tour of the Godiah Spray Tobacco 

Plantation, and learn about subjects of a more “adult” 

nature. Ages 18+.   

Max participants: 20 

$10 fee 

RECEPTION AT ST. JOHN’S SITE MUSEUM 

5:30 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 



SATURDAY, APRIL 2 

 

REGISTRATION 

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 

Burt Kummerow 

 

WOOD WISDOM  

10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Wood is a material inescapable at our historic sites. 

This session, aimed at beginner and intermediate      

interpreters for historic sites of all eras of European 

settlement in North America, is meant to introduce   

participants to the wooden world, focusing on common 

woods of the Mid-Atlantic. Wood was a dominant    

material for construction, tools, furniture, household 

utensils, and even fuel. This session will introduce 

some basic properties to explain for the public why   

specific woods were and are better suited to particular 

applications and not to others. 

Daniel Rosenburg, Independent Interpreter and      

Museum Consultant 
 

THE RESEARCH BEHIND INTERPRETATION:  

How History Informs A Museum’s Changing Goals 

10:15 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 

Over 20 years ago, the Yorktown Victory Center     

developed an outdoor exhibit area that focused on     

interpreting the “typical” post-Revolutionary War farm 

family in Tidewater Virginia. No specific individual or 

family is interpreted; rather, the interpretation focuses 

on the “typical” York County middling farm family 

with access to the labor of two adult enslaved people. 

As part of the transformation of the Yorktown Victory 

Center into the American Revolution Museum at   

Yorktown, the museum’s interpretive and curatorial 

staff decided that there should be a new farm that 

would replace the existing farm and include a slave 

quarter to more directly interpret the lives of enslaved 

African Americans. Museum staff also wanted to    

identify an actual farm family that had lived in York 

County and owned four to six slaves. After               

considerable research, Edward Moss (ca. 1755-1786) 

was chosen. The details of his life, revealed by state 

and county records, meet many of the interpretive goals 

of the new farm, but it is the historical record that 

makes those goals achievable. 

Martha Katz-Hyman, 

Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation 

   

CONFESSIONS OF A CULINARY                        

EXPERIMENTAL ARCHAEOLOGIST 

10:15 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 

“For over thirty years I have worked with period cook-

ery/receipt books and manuscripts.  Learning from 

these sources is a ‘recipe’ for all sorts of culinary    

mistakes, and indeed, I have made many. I also learned 

from them.  In this session I will share some of these 

mistakes with fellow culinary historians and what can 

be learned from them. There will be a lot of sighs, head 

nodding, and laughter.” 

Deborah Peterson, Culinary Historian 

 

ADAPTING 21st CENTURY AGRICULTURAL 

METHODS TO A 17th CENTURY PLANTATION 

10:15 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 

When dealing with grazing issues, there are many  

challenges that need to be faced. Learn how, with a 

great deal of hard work, the Godiah Spray Tobacco 

Plantation was able to develop and implement a pasture 

management plan that dramatically improved the health 

of their grazing animals and dramatically reduced the 

cost of feeding their animals. 

John Harvey, Historic St. Mary’s City 

 

FROM WHAT IS IT? TO WE HAVE ONE OF 

THOSE!  

Engaging Visitors With Artifacts 

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Using a single item or small groups of artifacts from 

our collection, we are able to inspire interpretive con-

versations about where we’ve been and where we’re 

going, create connections for hands-on programs and 

demonstrations, and offer new material to promote   

repeat visits to our site from visitors of many ages and 

differing interests. This workshop will share artifact 

displays from Historic Walnford and the programs they 

inspired. There will  be an opportunity to generate new 

connections using historical artifacts in different or  

unexpected ways, and generate potential programs that 

may inspire new visitors and offer a fresh experience 

for repeat visits. 

Sarah Bent, Historic Walnford,  

Monmouth County Park System 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 



WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM OUR FRIENDS 

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Your living history program can draw visitors,          

financing, the media, community support and            

assistance from other historical sites. Three successful 

living history programs spawned from the Ellicott City 

B&O RR Station Museum’s “Civil War Living History 

program, created in 1998; covering the Colonial,      

Federal, Antebellum and Civil War eras of Ellicott 

City, Maryland. 

    We’ll look at successes, a couple of disasters and 

how living history programs stand up in light of the 

latest statistics on Heritage Tourism; how to              

successfully maintain a living history program and over 

25 years of sage advice, policies and procedures 

gleaned from individuals representing Historic St. 

Mary’s City, Colonial Williamsburg, Lancaster       

Heritage, Maryland Humanities, ALHFAM, AAM, 

various Tourism Councils, the National Byways Pro-

gram and the good folks at Civil War Traveler, among 

others. 

Adele Air 
 

RESEARCHING INTERPRETIVE COLLECTIONS 

A Case Study at Historic St. Mary’s City 

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

As living history professionals know, interpretive     

collections are reproductions used on site to provide an 

accurate portrayal of life during a snapshot in history.  

However, these collections can become inaccurate 

overtime.  The longer a living history museum has been 

in existence, the more likely it is that the interpretive 

collections will hold historical anachronisms, 

“reenactorism,” and in general bad replicas.  As a 

graduate intern project at Historic St. Mary’s City, the 

Godiah Spray Plantation’s interpretive collections were 

analyzed. This session will discuss the process,         

including the use of archaeological evidence, previous 

research, and probate records.  While it is important to 

be as accurate as possible, sometimes it is necessary to 

compromise when quality reproductions are not      

available. This project utilized interdisciplinary         

research and shared authority, both of which are impor-

tant to the future of living history museums. 

Rose Gallenberger 
 

NOT JUST A COSTUME 

11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 

Sotterley was a thriving farm for over 300 years. Now 

Sotterley has returned to its roots to grow organic    

produce that is featured in Sotterley’s Farmer’s Market.  

Bringing the community together, visitors can learn 

sustainable farming and are exposed to the history of 

Sotterley and the stories of the people who toiled the 

land long ago.  Participants will experience and discuss:  

The Power of Dirt, The Tales of Tractors, and the Value 

of the Vignette. 

Jeanne Pirtle, Historic Sotterley Foundation 

LUNCH 12:15 p.m. - 1:15 p.m. 
 

CHANGING THE FACE OF LIVING HISTORY: 

Living the American Indian Experience 

1:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. 

Living the American Experience, new mobile division 

of the Piscataway Indian Museum and Cultural Center, 

will present our story of successful transition from 

dwindling patronage at our 30 year site to thriving    

mobile programing. We will address key elements that 

helped to shape our turn around: balancing experience 

of elders/vets in the field with new visionaries,          

engaging new followers through tech and social media, 

the importance of living history through from an       

ancestral perspective (it’s what the people want!),     

expanding Native relevancy throughout the year 

(beyond Thanksgiving.), the reciprocal benefit of     

partnering with in culturally inclusive experiences. 

Crys Proctor, Natalie Proctor, Amanda Dagle 

Living the American Indian Experience,  

mobile division of the Piscataway Indian Museum 

 

CLOTHING CONNECTION: 

Recruiting and Keeping Living History Volunteers 

in Lewes, Delaware 

1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

By donning the mantle of the past a modern interpreter 

can come to identify with persons of the past, a feeling 

that can only adequately be conveyed through           

experience. This fact can act as a powerful volunteer 

recruitment tool. But how you transform interest in to 

action? The building of an all-volunteer living history 

program in the first year will be shared. Successes    

include interactive character cemetery tours and a    

partnership with high school students to replicate     

historic clothing. Difficulties include how a hearth 

cooking demo was executed without fire. 

Jose Marcos Salaverria, Lewes Historical Society 

 

HOMESCHOOLERS AND LIVING HISTORY 

1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

What can home school students bring to your            

interpretive program?  The answer is “quite a lot.”This 

session will show how HSMC developed an innovative 

home school program to enhance the living history of a 

17th-century tobacco plantation and benefit the          

curriculums of home school students at the same time.   

Beth Sanford and Aaron Meisinger,   

Historic St. Mary’s City 



GOING TO THE DOGS! 

Incorporating Canines to Bridge the Historical Gap 

1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

Historical Hounds is a newly formed organization,   

focused on connecting the past with the present, while 

also giving dogs exposure that they may normally not 

have. . In our presentation, we’ll discuss dogs through 

history, primarily focused at this time on Greyhounds. 

Dogs are a ubiquitous part of the human experience, 

from the beginning of their domesticity to today. 

Mea Clift, Historical Hounds 
 

LIVING ART 3-D 

2:45 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. 

This session explores one possible way for digital     

technology to exist in living history museums. The   

presenters are exploring how 3-D printers and other 

machines might use software to produce customized 

reproductions. They will present the opportunities and 

challenges they have found so far, as well as a business 

model that could allow living history museums with 

limited resources to take advantage of this new              

technology. A major part of this presentation will be 

feedback from the audience, to make this more of a 

round table than a sales pitch. 

Rick Kriebel and Niyi Odumosu, Living Art 3-D 

 

ACROSS THE FIELDS OF TIME: 

Children Learning about History and Archaeology 

on the Landscape at JPPM 

2:45 p.m.. - 3:45 p.m. 

At Jefferson Patterson Park & Museum (JPPM) our 

education programs focus on archaeology and history 

through hands-on activities and outdoor experiences. 

With 9,000 years of prehistory and history on 560 acres 

along the Patuxent River in Southern Maryland, we are 

able to teach and interpret many stories on this        

landscape. Museum exhibits, on-going archaeological 

excavations and a replica Native American village are 

important features in our educational programming.  

Kate Dinnel, Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum 

 

RE-ENACTORS AND HSMC: 

A Transition to Interpretation 

2:45 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. 

Intent is to trace the change from the old Militia Muster 

to the current format in which it is site and visitor    

focused. Over several years re-enactors have utilized 

Historic St. Mary’s City for annual militia musters, but 

attendance for both re-enactors and visitors has      

dwindled in recent years. This session will look at the 

past two years in which re-enactors and HSMC staff 

have worked together to change this and put the visitor 

first for the annual militia muster. 

Lee Offen, St. Maries Citty Militia 
 

BUSINESS MEETING 
4:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

SILENT AUCTION AND COCKTAIL                 

RECEPTION 

5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
 

BANQUET AND AUCTION RESULTS 

6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

HISTORIC ST MARY’S CITY  
WHERE WE’VE BEEN…. 

In 1992, excavations discovered a site containing a 

quantity of lead type. Further research indicated 

this was the location of the first press in English 

southern colonies.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Print House reconstruction was built on the  

same location and opened in 2006.                          



Please mention the Mid-Atlantic ALHFAM/ Historic St. Mary’s City to ensure your discount.  Rates 

are guaranteed if you book by March 3, 2016.  

 

Holiday Inn/ Lexington Park—California 

45260 Abell House Lane 

California, MD 20619 

301-880-3851 or  1-877-834-3613  

www.ihg.com 

 

Amenities include: Complimentary breakfast, free WiFi, and microwave, indoor heated pool.      

Close to dining. Brand new facility. (opened in 2015). No airport shuttles  

 

DIRECTIONS TO HSMC (from the hotel) Turn right onto Three notch Road. In .6 miles, use 

the left two lanes to turn left onto MD-4 S/ St. Andrews Church Road. In 2.6 miles, turn left 

onto Indian Bridge Road. Make a left onto MD-5 S after 4.7 miles. Follow MD-5  for 6.3 miles 

then turn slight right onto Trinity Church Road.  After 0.2 miles, turn left onto Old State 

House Road. The parking lot for the Shop at Farthing’s Ordinary will be on your right.  

Estimated travel time: 24 minutes 

 

 

  

  

 King executive    $80/night plus tax 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Two queen beds    $80/night plus tax 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Double Queen suite w/pullout bed $104/night plus tax 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 King Suite w/pullout bed  $104/night plus tax 

 

 

HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS 



HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS 
Please mention the Mid-Atlantic ALHFAM/ Historic St. Mary’s City to ensure your discount.  Rates 

are guaranteed if you book by March 3, 2016.  

 

   Marriott Towne Place Suites Lexington Park,  

   Patuxent River Naval Air Station 

   22520 Three Notch Road 

   Lexington Park, MD 20653 

   301-863-1111  

   www.marriott.com 

 

Amenities include: Complimentary breakfast, fitness center, free WiFi, fully equipped kitchen. No 

airport shuttles. 

 

DIRECTIONS TO HSMC (from the hotel)  Exit parking lot to head west on Three Notch 

Road toward Rue Purchase, then make U-Turn at the light. Follow Three Notch Road for 1.9 

miles. Turn right onto Shangri-La and follow for 0.3 miles.  Continue straight onto Willows 

Road and stay on for 2.8 miles, then turn left onto MD-5 S. Stay on MD-5 for 3.7 miles. Make a 

slight right onto Trinity Church Road and turn left onto Old State House Road after 0.2 miles. 

The parking lot for the Shop at Farthing’s Ordinary will be on your right.  

Estimated travel time: 20 minutes 

 

 

 

 

  

 One studio, king w/sofa bed  $80 a night plus tax  

 

 

 

 



Need financial assistance to attend the  

2016 Regional Conference?  

Apply for a MA-ALHFAM Fellowship!  
 

This year, the Mid Atlantic Region is providing five fellowships to members  

interested in attending this conference. Anyone residing or working within the region may apply, regardless 

of whether or not you have previously attended a regional meeting. You do not need to be a new member or 

a first-time attendee to apply; however, past fellowship recipients are not eligible. The fellowships (up to 

$300 each) will cover the cost of conference  registration and your lodging. You will be responsible for all 

travel costs and any incidental costs associated with your participation at the conference.  

 

If you are interested in applying for a fellowship, you may mail or e-mail your application to Danielle 

Houghton at the Howell Living History Farm. The application should include the following:  

 A one-page cover letter stating why you wish to attend the meeting, how you intend to contribute to 

ALHFAM, your current membership status (individual or through your institution), how many previous 

ALHFAM meetings you have attended, and an explanation of your financial need.  

 A copy of your resume.  

 

Applications will be rated on the following criteria:  

 Past participation in ALHFAM and/or potential for future contribution.  

 Your participation in the living history field or related museums.  

 The quality of content in your cover letter stating your rationale and need for financial   assistance.  

 

Applications must be received no later than February 17th for consideration. Recipients will be informed 

of their selection by February 22rd.  

 

 

 

 

Applications should be sent to:  

Danielle Houghton  

Howell Living History Farm  

101 Hunter Road, Titusville, NJ 08560  

dhoughton@howellfarm.org (email strongly preferred) 

MA-ALHFAM FELLOWSHIP 



Please fill out a separate form for each attendee of  2016 MA-ALHFAM  Conference 

 

 

Last name, first, middle initial: ________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: __________________________     Email: _____________________________________________ 

Institution/ Organizational Affiliation: __________________________________________________________ 

Name to appear on badge: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a member of  ALHFAM ?                                                                            ______ 

Registration for conference   Cost    Amount  

Early Registration (through March 3)  $120    _______ 

Late Registration (after March 3)  $140    _______ 

Single Day (Saturday, April 2 ONLY)  $ 85    _______ 

Non-members add $30 to registration fee (annual membership for ALHFAM) _______ 

Additional Guest for dinner on Saturday, April 2  $35 

Workshops/ Tours    Cost    Amount  

(space is limited and is first come, first serve)  

   

Hearth Cooking (max 10)   $20    _______ 

18th Century Cap Making (max 12)  $20    _______ 

Material Girls and Boys (max 12)  $ 5    _______ 

Adults Only Tour (max 20)   $10    _______ 

      GRAND TOTAL   _______ 

Please make checks out to HSMC. Mail to: Porzia Purves. HSMC. PO Box 39. St. Mary’s City, MD 20686 

Check enclosed (circle one)   YES     NO 

You may pay by credit card by calling Porzia Purves at 240-895-4960 during the hours of 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

“By signing this form, I acknowledge that my photograph or video may be taken while at this Association of 

Living History, Farm, and Agricultural Museums (ALHFAM) event by either representatives of ALHFAM or 

attendees of the event. I understand these photographs or videos may be used in the ALHFAM newsletter, pro-

motional material, web site, social media, and provided to the media, and I will not receive compensation for 

their use. I further understand that ALHFAM has no control over the use of images taken by individual event 

attendees." 

Signature:    

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 



PLEASE CHECK ALL YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND AND RETURN THIS PAGE WITH 

YOUR REGISTRATION FORM FOR 2016 MA - ALHFAM CONFERENCE 

 

 

Workshops/ Tours: Friday, April 1 

(for workshops, please list your first, second and third choice due to limited space) 

 
Hearth Cooking       _______ 

Cap Making       _______ 

Science Tour       _______ 

11 a.m. Lab Tour      _______ 

Sewing Machines      _______ 

3 p.m. Lab Tour       _______ 

Adults Only Tour      _______ 

Events/Activities: Friday, April 1 
Please check if you are planning on attending: 

 

Lunch        _______ 

Reception at St. John’s Site Museum     _______     

Events/Activities: Saturday, April 2 
Please check if you are planning on attending:  

 

Lunch        _______ 

Silent Auction and cocktail reception    _______ 

 Will you be bringing an item for auction?   _______ 

  If yes,  please describe the item/s.   

 

Banquet       _______ 

 

Please list any dietary restrictions: 

     _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PLANNING 



St. Mary’s Hall 

Kent Hall 

Administrative Offices 



LOCATIONS 
Registration/Sessions / Workshops/ Tours will be held or will meet at the following locations: 

 

HISTORIC ST. MARY’S CITY 
 

Shop at Farthing’s Ordinary 
47414 Old State House Road 

St. Mary’s City, MD 20686  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

State House of 1636 

 47418 Old State House Road 

St. Mary’s City, MD 20686  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visitor Center 

18751 Hogaboom Lane 

St. Mary’s City, MD 20686 

 

Administration Office 

18559 Hogaboom Lane 

St. Mary’s City, MD 20686 

 

ST. MARY’S COLLEGE OF MARYLAND 

47474 Trinity Church Road 

St. Mary/s City, MD 20686  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kent Hall 

 

 

St. Mary’s Hall 



 
 

  

 

 


